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Iowa School for the Deaf is a 
referral-based education option 
for eligible pre K-12 students 
in Iowa and Nebraska. The 

school is dually accredited by 
the North Central Association 

of Schools and the Conference 
of Educational Administrators 

Serving the Deaf.

The Bobcats have a lot of success 
to celebrate this football season! 
See inside for details. Photos 
courtesy ISD Yearbook.

On the Cover

Humbled During
Hard Times
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last spring, 
the    ISD 
Foundation  
embarked on 
a daunting 
task– to raise 
$1.2 million 

for a modern science 
center critical to our 
students’ education. 
The center will enable 
our students to learn 
in a visual, hands-
on environment and 
prepare them to be 
competitive with 
hearing peers in 
science careers. 

Despite state budget 
concerns and the 
condition of our 
nation’s economy, 
foundations and 
individuals have made 
generous gifts for this 
critical project, demonstrating the caring feelings and sense of 
connectedness and pride associated with our school. Individuals 
have remarked that ISD is truly an Iowa treasure. 

It is both humbling and satisfying to our mission when 
we see family, alumni, staff, friends and organizations 
pledging financial support for our Loud and Clear 
science center campaign! Now, we need your help, too.

Please look over pages 6, 7 and 8. You will gain insight as to why 
the science center is needed, how we are being careful stewards of 
resources, and how you can show your support of ISD with a gift 
to this important renovation. We are preparing our students for 
the world. Thank you for providing opportunities they deserve. 

ISD Superintendent Jeanne Prickett 
addresses students, alumni and donors 
at a fall ceremony announcing the public 
fundraising phase for a new campus 
science center. 
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Want to See 
ISD Today? 

Is the autograph you left in 
a secret place still around? 
What color was Long Hall’s 
entry way? If the school 
walls could sign, what 
would they say about your 
years on campus?

Classes/class reunion 
groups interested in 
touring campus should 
contact the ISD Outreach 
Office at 712.366.3213 
or e-mail cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.
org to arrange a tour date. 
Homecoming Friday is 
ideal! 

Tours are usually restricted 
to public areas of school, 
and typically do not 
include school buildings 
or dormitories. With large 
class reunions, some 
exceptions may be made. 
Please make tour requests 
for class reunions at least 
one month in advance of 
the tour date. 

Motoring for Money
Those involved in a Homecoming Poker Run to benefit ISD know 
how to mix fun and a good cause. It was the third year for the run.
The following friends, students and alumni of ISD participated in 
the event, and donated the profits to the ISD Foundation. 
Kenny Calkins, Nebraska  James Buettner, Nebraska
Kelly Calkins, Nebraska   Julie Redondo, Iowa
Robert Utterback, Iowa   James Larson, Nebraska
Susan Utterback, Iowa  Julie Birkenholtz, Iowa
Shannon McArthur, Nebraska  Joey Meyer, Iowa
Danny Baumgartnar, Iowa   Jason Barrett, Iowa
Michael Boese, Nebraska   Michael Friesen, Nebraska

Holey Visitors
Maurine Reinwand (left) and Cathy Hardy recall how they covered 
the holes in the brick walls with decals. Note evidence of their work 
from more than 50 years ago, circled. The tour group is featured 
below.

2 The Iowa Hawkeye • Winter 20103

i t was far from the most visually pleasing site on the tour, but the 
Class of ‘56 didn’t care. They were thrilled evidence of their work 
more than 50 years ago still existed.“I can’t believe they are 
still here!” said Maurine Reinwand, who was one of nearly 20 
classmates and spouses touring campus during Homecoming 
this fall.  She was referring to the decorations she and friends 
had made in high school to 

cover the holes in the brick walls that 
was then the Teenage Center, which 
was similar to today’s Teen Center. 
The Teenage Center was located in 
the basement of the administration 
building, and is now the school 
storeroom for office supplies.
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Inductees2009 Hall of Fame

during Homecoming festivities Sept. 19, two individuals 
were inducted into the Iowa School for the Deaf Hall 
of Fame. Konrad Hokanson received the award for Life 
time Achievements and Commitments (posthumously) 
and Shirley Hampton was honored with the award for 
Distinguished Service to the Community.

Shirley (Edwards) Hampton graduated from ISD in 1965 and received 
a bachelor’s degree in accounting from St. Ambrose University in 
Davenport, Iowa. She then attended Gallaudet College, where she was 
involved in women’s athletics and the student newspaper. She retired 
from the US Post Office in 2008, after 29 years of service. She volun-
teers for various organizations for and of the Deaf in Iowa.

Konrad A. Hokanson graduated from Iowa School for the Deaf in 1926. 
He excelled both in academics and athletics. He continued this success 
at Gallaudet College and was inducted into the college’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1995. He taught at ISD and Oregon School for the Deaf. That 
school’s gym was named for him in 2002, the same year of his death. n

Hampton (above) and Hokanson.

Tag!
 This Butterfly Is  ‘It’!

Buckendahl’s butterfly was 
found 1,449 miles from ISD. 2 The Iowa Hawkeye •Winter 20104

Diane LeDoux’s greenhouse classes have been tagging Monarch 
butterflies for seven years, as part of an international research project 
through Kansas University called Monarch Watch. KU keeps records of 
which butterflies have been found, using the tags as a tracking system. 
It can take a few years before found butterflies are entered into a 
database. In 2007, a butterfly tagged in 2006 by then ISD sophomore 
Keith Buckendahl was found in El Rosario, Mexico. This information 
was posted to the website this fall. Buckendahl was presented an 
appreciation certificate sponsored by Monarch Watch. This year ISD 
students tagged 100 Monarchs over three days. Top catcher, according 
to LeDoux, was  a student who would venture into the campus wetlands 
and prairie area and catch several of the insects, holding them between 
his fingers as he waited for taggers to retrieve them and record on the 
tag sheet.  
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Sometimes, you can 
see right through 
people.

e     specially the transparent 
ones, like those made 
by Cindy Soppe’s 
art students. The 
classes studied three-

dimensional art this year, covering 
the aspects of sculpture, including 
possible construction materials and 
public art.  

For nearly two weeks, classes 
worked to create two high school 
bodies and three babies out of 
plastic wrap and packing tape. Baby 
dolls were first used for models.  
(“They didn’t move, no oxygen 
was required and they were small,” 
Soppe said.)

Students then used their own 
bodies to cast realistic sculptures 
of themselves. Three layers of 
packing tape, 400 feet per 
sculpture, were wrapped over 
various body segments. 

e 
Class Makes Wrap Music

Plastic

Tape people invaded the Iowa School for the Deaf High School this 
fall as high school art classes tackled three-dimensional sculptures.

Aside from stimulating tactile 
senses with sticky tape, Soppe said 
the project offended the auditory 
senses. The tape’s “screeching” as 
it was pulled from the rolls meant 
the art room door had to be closed 
to prevent disrupting other classes. 
“I became accustomed to it,” said 
Soppe. “It was like a rhythm or 
music when the students really got 

into the wrapping- fast, or slow 
depending on the body segment. ” 
Soppe prefers this “wrap” music to 
modern rap music.

During public art discussions, 
the students decided the best 
placement for their bodies, which 
included time in the high school as 
well as the dormitories. n

Auction Items Needed
In April, Iowa School for the Deaf will host the national gathering for the Conference of Edu-
cational Administrators of Schools and programs for the Deaf (CEASD). The event will be in 
Council Bluffs. CEASD advocates nationally for schools for the deaf and also provides CEASD 
certification for schools for the deaf. Part of the conference will include a silent auction to 
benefit CEASD. Are you a talented artist who could donate jewelry, small pottery, paintings or 
other artwork to the cause? Are you a business owner (or do you know someone who is) who 
will donate an item for our cause? Please contact cangeroth@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org or call 
712.366.3213 if you can help.  Thank you!

5
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It’s not like it used to 
be. And it is going to 
be much better. 
What most ISD alumni will 
remember as locker rooms, 
the swimming pool, shower 
and toilet facilities adjacent to 
the high school gym are nearly 
unrecognizable now.

The area is stripped to brick walls, 
revealing a history of add-ons 
and renovations over time. With 
only load bearing walls intact, and 
some openings cut in for future 
doorways and windows, the space 
looks almost neglected and ready 
for demolition. 

Instead, the space is ready for 
development. Through renovation, 
this area will contain modern 
technology and renovation, 
yielding a science center for 
middle and high school students 

Project Budget
Construction Estimate:   $780,000
Site Preparation*    $300,000
Contingency (7.5%)    $58,500
General Contractor Overhead (12%)    $100,620
Design & Inspection (15%)   $140,686
Movable & Fixed 
Science Equipment & Casework  $120,012
   Total Project Cost:  $1,500,000
   Total Remaining Cost:  $1,200,000

* Internal funds  of $300,000 have been applied 
for site preparation. Site preparation is finished.

 A Space Remembered
Former locker rooms, pool to become modern science center

to rival any in the country.  By 
next fall, this space will offer two 
laboratories, two classrooms 
and plenty of storage space to 
grow into. Special microscopes 
will connect to computers. New 
gas hookups will enable some 
experiments to be performed for 
the first time on campus. New 
large, energy-efficient windows 
already have been installed, 
providing clues about what is to 
come.

“I have a lot of memories here, but 
the new science area will be great,” 
said Duane Meyer, who remembers 
the area especially as a wrestler 
at ISD in the 1980s. Duane’s son, 
DJ, is currently an 8th grader at 
ISD, and the fifth generation in the 
Meyer lineage to attend ISD.

Duane and his brother, Joe, toured 
the area over homecoming. They 
compared use of the space during 
the 1980s with walls that now have 
large words on them such as “dark 
room” or “storage” describing the 
new area.  

For the first time, the family of 
Meyers walked on top of the 
swimming pool, now filled in with 
250 tons of sand. “There was an 
air duct above the diving board,” 
said Joe. “We all used to try to hit it 
with our hand when jumping off the 
diving board.” 

Another structural feature students 
enjoyed was the acoustics created 
with the brick and concrete walls. 

2 The Iowa Hawkeye • Winter 20106
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The brothers whooped to 
demonstrate the rich echo 
created by the former locker 
room’s walls. They said boys 
would holler to experience the 
lingering resonance of their own 
voices. 

According to Duane, the opposing 
wrestling team shared locker 
room quarters, although there 
was a separate area for them. 
Athletes on both teams would 
peer into the areas, sizing up their 
weight division competition.

The Meyers remember 
some mischief, too. The 
brothers, notorious for their 
accomplishments while 
wrestling for ISD, admitted that 
occasionally, during wrestling 
practice, a teammate would 
“somehow” be locked into the 
equipment cage housed in the 
locker rooms. The wrestling 
coach’s inquiries regarding the 
whereabouts of the missing 
athlete would be answered with 
shrugs and headshakes. After 
the captive wrestler was freed, 
he worked hard to convince the 
coach he had been locked away 
by teammates.

n Almost 6,000 sq. feet    n Cramped rooms, most built in the 1930s
n Gas hookups/fume hoods    n No gas hookups
n Emergency showers     n No safety showers; Limited chemical experiments conducted
n Easy outdoor access    n Some classes traverse two flights of stairs with equipment
n Share technology     n Distance between buildings makes sharing a challenge
n Accessible ground floor location   n No elevator access to third floor labs
n Equipped to accommodate science curriculums n Won’t be able to meet future curriculum requirements
n Plenty of storage space    n Storage is spread out among 9 areas
n Terrariums and aquariums    n No space for ecosystem learning
n Projects can be studied over days   n Projects must be disassembled each day and built again

The Need for a New Science Center
New Science Center (Built in 21st Century)  Current Classrooms/Laboratories (Built in 20th Century)

The ISD Science Center needs your help to meet its goal. 

To minimize its effect on the environment, ISD 
has chosen to renovate a building for the Science 
Center rather than build new. Building materials are 
purchased with consideration of the environment, 
and careful uses of other resources will occur:
n Remodeling saves 40% of new construction cost
n Natural lighting captured with large energy-efficient windows 
n High efficiency lighting system installed with long lamp life 
n Rubber-based roof reduces toxic sealants and reflects heat  
n Gutters tie into campus storm water management system 
n Rain garden to be established near Science Center 
n Shared materials reduce duplicating costly equipment 
n More efficient use of time and materials by consolidating 
location of classrooms
 
 

When the  girls’ locker rooms were 
renovated, they had to share part 
of the boys’ locker rooms for a time. 
Doors kept the sexes separate; 
although gaps in the door could 
be found. “We peeked but didn’t 

see very much,” said Duane. 
There are other stories, too, but 
you’ll have to ask the Meyer 
brothers for details. n
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Details on how you can help are 
on the next page.2 The Iowa Hawkeye • Winter 20107
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Your monetary gift or pledge today will help ISD’s 
current students work in science careers in the future. 

A Glance at the 
New Science Center

Pledge of Support
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ____________  Zip _______
E-mail _________________________________________________ Phone ______________________

I wish to support the Iowa School for the Deaf Science Center Capital Campaign. We will contribute the total 
amount of $_____________ over (please indicate one) o 1 year  o 2 years  o 3 years  o 4 years  o 5 years.

Please select one:
o Enclosed is an initial payment of $ ____________________________.
o My first payment will be on or before (month/date/year)  ___________.
o Enclosed is my gift in its entirety of $ __________________________.

Signature __________________________________________  Date ____________________

Please make checks payable to the Iowa School for the Deaf Foundation. 
Your contribution is tax deductible as provided by law.  

Please mail your form and/or gift to:
Iowa School for the Deaf Foundation/Loud and Clear Campaign

3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA  51503
Questions: 712.366.0571

Thank you for your support!

ISD Superintendent Jeanne Prickett, left, recog-
nizes significant contributions from Iowa West 
Foundation representatives Jerry Mathiasen, Todd 
Graham and ISD Foundation Board member Kim 
Kropp. The three donors attended the fundraising 
kick off ceremony held at the science center site 
Sept. 18.

1

2 The Iowa Hawkeye • Winter 20108
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3

1 Access to high school
2 Former swimming pool
3 Long Hall gym

Loved the article, but we’re wondering if you could tweak it a bit. Megan , Katie and I would love to have a different 
picture with the Boys Club article-something that shows a service project , craft or field trip instead of eating. (The 
current one is NOT Brendon’s best!) I attached two of my better photos -this year’s family Christmas present and 
the Valentines we made for soldiers, but we also have more if you want to see them. In addition to service projects 
and crafts, we also do other activities like introduce hobbies and invite deaf speakers, plus we take field trips to 
places like Pioneer Trail Pumpkin Patch, Micah House, AND the boys look forward to the annual bowling trip and 
end-of-year fishing/picnic at Lake Arrowhead. Was I suppose to give you all this info long ago and forgot? Sorry!
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Their Hands Live a Motto

2 The Iowa Hawkeye • Winter 20109

Even a child 
can serve. 
The boys in Iowa School for the 
Deaf’s Boys Club base many of 
their projects on service, but 
to these second through fifth 
graders, it’s just fun. 

Early in the year, the group 
establishes a special handshake 
and password, and learn the 
simple motto, “Be nice and always 
help others.” Meeting twice 
monthly, activities usually include 
a seasonal craft and having 
snacks, in addition to the service 
project. 

This fall, the group made 10 
dozen cookies and patriotic thank 

Boys Club members Nathanial 
Christensen and Brendan 
Vinsonhaler created these 
special Christmas gifts for their 
families. 

you cards for soldiers in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as part of Iowa’s 
Cookie Crumbs Project. 

“We do several service projects 
each year for soldiers overseas, 
for homeless in our community 
and for a deserving group on 
campus,” said Julie Holland, 
one of this year’s Boys Club 
sponsors. Boys also experience 
various hobbies and learn 
through guest speakers and 
outings.

The group takes field trips, 
including a fishing and picnic 
outing at Lake Arrowhead in 
Neola, Iowa.  n

Beautiful?
Where do ISD girls get their hairstyle 
inspirations? Several of the high school girls living in the 
dorm toured Capitol School of Hair Design this fall in Omaha. The 
girls learned that Capitol’s graduates practice at least 3,000 hair-
styles on mannequin heads. Girls also learned about 
schooling for esthetics (manicures, pedicures and facials and 
services related to skin).
 
“They were amazed to see the hydrotherapy tub, learn 
about ear candling treatments and loved the make-up 
application area,” said houseparent Sarah Heller. 

How Do We Get So

Loved the article, but we’re wondering if you could tweak it a bit. Megan , Katie and I would love to have a different 
picture with the Boys Club article-something that shows a service project , craft or field trip instead of eating. (The 
current one is NOT Brendon’s best!) I attached two of my better photos -this year’s family Christmas present and 
the Valentines we made for soldiers, but we also have more if you want to see them. In addition to service projects 
and crafts, we also do other activities like introduce hobbies and invite deaf speakers, plus we take field trips to 
places like Pioneer Trail Pumpkin Patch, Micah House, AND the boys look forward to the annual bowling trip and 
end-of-year fishing/picnic at Lake Arrowhead. Was I suppose to give you all this info long ago and forgot? Sorry!
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Breakfast on a Budget

2 The Iowa Hawkeye • Winter 201010

Frugal gourmet cooks, take notice. 4PLUS students 
managed to whip up a breakfast for six at a cost of 
about $2.50 each. The meal included a breakfast taco, 
muffins and juice. 

4PLUS is a program to help post-seniors transition into 
college or work, until they are 21 years old. 
There is no cost to students for this offering, 
which includes one-on-one tutoring or job 
coaching, room, board, transportation and 
college tuition. 4PLUS also provides lessons in 
money management and independent living. The 
breakfast lesson covered aspects of budgeting, shop-
ping, nutrition, cooking and socialization. For more 
information on 4PLUS, contact high school principal 
Rebecca Gaw at 712.366.3237 or rgaw@iowaschool-
forthedeaf.org.

For about the price of a gallon of gas, 
4PLUS chefs Brock Arndorfer and Keith 
Buckendahl can whip up a breakfast to 
keep a body’s engine running. 

Memories 
for Sale

Missing a yearbook for your 
ISD collection? Contact Mike 
Grandick, ISD yearbook teacher: 
mgrandick@iowaschoolforthedeaf.
org. He has many yearbooks from 
‘09 ($30), ‘08 ($10), ‘07 ($5) and 
a few others dating back to 1990 
($5 each). Add $5 per book if it 
needs to be mailed.

David Gonzalez takes a close-up peek at gear firefighters wear. 

Staff from the Council Bluffs fire department came to the ISD 

elementary school this fall to teach fire prevention and fire 

escape strategies.

Fire Up!
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These photos and about 60 others were donated to the ISD Museum, courtesy of Marion Brown, whose 
father, Riley E. Anthony, attended Iowa School for the Deaf. Brown’s mother, Bessie E. Hanchett Anthony, 
attended Nebraska School for the Deaf. Do you have archives for the ISD Museum? Volunteers 
carefully inventory donations, credit them to the donor, and display and preserve the items. Please 
contact the school at 712.366.0571 if you have ISD items you would like to donate.

Yesteryear Photos
•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •    •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •    

Pink and maroon may not make a pleasing 
fashion statement, but this fall at Iowa 
School for the Deaf, athletes wearing the 
color combination hoped to help save 
lives.

The Lady Bobcats, during their last 
volleyball game of the seaon, donned 
pink socks for a breast cancer awareness 
fundraiser. Their opponent, Missouri 
School for the Deaf, joined them with pink 
socks as well. 

The Bobcats were one of 800 high 
school teams across the country raising 
awareness and money for breast cancer 
during featured volleyball matches in 
October, Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Opposing teams were united on the pink front this 
fall. ISD Bobcats and MSD Eagles wore pink to show 
their support for breast cancer patients and research.
The Lady Bobcats volleyball team had 11 wins, 
12 losses and one tie for the 2009 season.

ISD Digs Pink At Game 
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“It’d be nice just to see how we’d 
fare (against a district game),” 
said Murray. “That’s what these 
kids dream about. They’re like 
any other high school kids.” 

The following is from a Coun-
cil Bluffs Daily Nonpareil article 
dated Dec. 3, 2009, written by 
sports staff writer Patrick Dono-
hue and used with permission: 
The Bobcats won by an average 

margin of 44 points, winning ev-
ery game by at least four touch-
downs. In games against Kansas 
Deaf and Minnesota Deaf, the 
Bobcats were so overpowering 
that the contests were cut short at 
halftime.

And when they visited Oklahoma 
Deaf, that game ended in the 
fourth quarter because of the 
state’s mercy rule. ISD won 45-0.

“We told them they had a chance 
to make history, and that’s what 
they did,” Murray said. “Thirty 
years from now they can say.  
‘We were on this team.’”

See p. 13 for details on some of 
the team’s top scorers.

On the cover: Players douse 
ISD football coach Mark 
Murray with the team water 
cooler after their victory over 
Missouri School for the Deaf, 
63-8. Dave Borgaila is assistant 
coach. n

Bobcats Are Undefeated 

t
They cheered when they were 
named champions in the Great 
Plains Schools for the Deaf confer-
ence. That hasn’t occurred since 
2001. And to keep the winning 
celebrations going a little longer, 
they were named Deaf 8-man 
Football Team of the Year by Deaf 
Digest. The last honor hasn’t been 
bestowed on the Bobcats in nearly 
two decades. 

The Bobcats’ season was high-
lighted in the Des Moines Register, 
where Murray discussed what it 
would be like to play postseason 
with teams from around the state. 
ISD is not in an athletic district, and 
although the school plays some 
local junior varsity teams, they 
also play other deaf schools out of 
state. According to the Iowa Athletic 
Association, they are therefore not 
eligible to play in district substate 
matches. 

      he 2009 Iowa School for    
      the Deaf football team has  
  a lot to celebrate. They were   
  elated when they finished     
  their 8-man football season    
8-0 (the first time ever).

•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •    •   •   •   •   •   •   •   

The 2009 Bobcats made history with their first undefeated season 
ever, according to coach Mark Murray. Photo courtesy ISD Yearbook.

122 The Iowa Hawkeye • Winter, 201012
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More of the 
Football Story

The following description of how 
Bobcats contributed to this year’s 
football team victories is used 
with permission from the Daily 
Nonpareil.

Seniors Cody Contreras, Peter 
Schwietz and Colby McIntosh 
were All-Americans as juniors. 
Contreras led the team this 
season with 68 tackles for a 
defense that allowed only 113 
yards of total offense per game.

Schwietz was lethal on both 
sides of the ball. Offensively, he 
accounted for 150 all-purpose 
yards a game while scoring 27 
total touchdowns. He also tallied 
25 tackles and six interceptions 
on defense.

McIntosh was the quarterback, 
rushing for 201 yards and 
passing for 902 more while 
accounting for 26 total scores. n

Best Behaviors
Students displaying positive attitudes and behaviors in the 
middle school were honored during National Optimist Youth 
Appreciation Week this fall. Students recognized with the 
honor across the city were invited to a ceremony where a 
girl and boy from each school received special recognition. 
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s
Each day during the week, Eastern Bluffs Optimist Club member Kathy 
Baker presented a pin to  the selected student that day during lunch. 
Below, ISD middle schoolers chosen for this year’s Appreciation Week 
are Brianna Vargo, Shyanne Mathews, Cole Gwinn, 
Kalynn Coulter and Elias Perez. Mathews and Gwinn were the boy and 
girl chosen from ISD to receive special ceremony honors.

Elementary girls, take heart. It’s not just the ISD boys who have a special 
after-school club. Pixies members also engage in service activities 
such as collecting for Red Cross, sending cookies to soldiers and 
acknowledging the extra efforts of ISD’s powerhouse, groundskeeping 
and transportation employees. The Boys’ Club may have a motto, but the 
Pixies have a pledge: to have fun; to make things; to finish what I start; to 
meet new people and see new places; and to make friends. 

This year, the girls enjoy a seasonal story each meeting, as well as 
snacks and their usual fun projects. “The stories are funny- they 
are my favorite,” said Stephanie Perez. One project the girls 
completed before holiday break this year were snowmen 

snow gauges, like the one at left. 
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(Below) Warming up their school 
spirit are Iowa Lions who attended 
Lions Day at Iowa School for the 
Deaf this fall. After a pizza party 
and learning some Bobcat moves 
from the school’s cheerleaders, the 
group took in a home football game 
on ISD’s campus.  Iowa Lions are 
10,000 members strong in 385 
clubs across Iowa. n

Your hometown Lions may sell 
rolls of candy, light bulbs or host 
spaghetti, chili and pancake 
feeds. Some put up flags for town 
residents on holidays. Others help 
the town by recycling aluminum 
cans and discarded metal.  They 
hold golf and fishing tournaments, 
fish fries and corn-on-the-cob 
feasts. 

Local residents benefit from these 
efforts, with beautification projects 
and scholarships. Iowa Lions also 
serve residents across the state 
with the Iowa Lions Foundation.

It is the Foundation that supports 
Iowa School for the Deaf’s 
outreach efforts. Their funding 
makes the free sign language 
classes and family workshop/
support group sessions available 
to Iowans without charge.* These 
educational classes are held 
through the Iowa Communications 
Network, which means no one 
living in Iowa has to drive more 
than 10 minutes to attend class.

Nearly 300 people registered 
for classes this fall. Although 
structured for families who have a 
child with a hearing loss, anyone 

•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •    •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •  

wanting to learn sign language 
or about deafness is welcome to 
attend.

Sometimes the Iowa Lions 
Foundation’s donations at ISD 
buy a sign language book for a 
family who could not afford to 
purchase one. Their donations 
have sent parents to workshops 
about deafness and children.  
Updated books, DVDs and other 
signing materials are distributed 
throughout the state to families 
and interpreters through ISD’s 
free resource library, made 
possible through the Iowa Lions 
Foundation.

Every day, ISD reaps benefits 
from the service of Iowa’s Lions 

* Iowa’s Area Educational 
Agencies also help fund the classes.

t    hey work hard for  
    the money. Across Iowa, 
members of Lions Clubs   
engage in a variety of 
creative fundraising projects 
every year to support 

its motto: We Serve. Lions 
Clubs are the largest service 
organization in the world.

Daily, Iowa School for the Deaf benefits from the Iowa 
Lions. They work, they care, they serve. 

a touch of

With Roaring Support
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Club members. Please support your 
local clubs!
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Store directors of Council Bluffs Hy-Vee grocery stores and the Hy-Vee 
Drugstore delivered an interactive white board to ISD this fall. The Hy-Vee 
Drugstore participated in a promotion sponsored by Proctor 
and Gamble. Customers who purchased Proctor and 
Gamble products at the drugstore location could go 
online and vote for a school to receive the interactive white 
board. ISD was one of three schools in the area to receive 
the equipment, which projects a computer’s desktop onto 
the board’s surface, where users control the computer using a pen or finger. 
Twenty-two classrooms at ISD are equipped with the technology, used in 
most subjects. The boards have even found their ways into art, math, careers 
planning and graphic arts classes. ISD’s teachers say kids love ‘em!

The freshman class held a winter 
outerwear drive this fall to benefit 
homeless and near-homeless 
individuals utilizing the services 
of the Open Door Mission. 
Students at Iowa School for 
the Deaf are involved in many 

community-minded activities. 
They have raised money for 
United Way and the American 
Heart Association. They have 
made and donated fleece 
blankets, served at homeless 
shelters and organized food and 

blood drives. This year, 4PLUS 
students volunteered to rake 
leaves for an ISD employee 
recovering from surgery.

Service activities aren’t just for 
the school day, however. This 
year alone, boys living in the 
dorm have moved furniture for 
ISD, raked leaves, recycled, 
shoveled snow, helped younger 
boys with homework and picked 
up trash from campus. Girls in 
the dorms recycle newspapers,  
and often ring bells for the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle 
Campaign. n

New freshman students 
who helped with the 
project are featured 
(left to right): Johanna 
Scherling, Vince Fox, 
Wendy Brownlee, 
Cassandra Contreras and 
Trey Pool.

a touch of
Thanks, 
Hy-Vee!

technology
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$10,000 Scholarship Gift
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Watch us make some 

Through the generosity of Council Bluff’s First 
Congregational Church Abiding Memorial 
Committee, Iowa School for the Deaf now has 
$10,000 in scholarships to award its students. Ten 
deserving seniors at Iowa School for the Deaf, one 
a year for the next 10 years, will receive a $1,000 
scholarship to be applied to a post-secondary 
college of the student’s choice. The scholarship 
is in memory of Melda Alber (her framed portrait 
hangs in the high school lobby) who attended 
the First Congregational Church and worked 
at Iowa School for the Deaf for more than 40 
years. ISD awards a few thousand dollars 
in scholarships to its graduating seniors 
annually, thanks to personal, business and 
service club scholarship donations.High school counselor Donna Houston, Richard 

Buckmaster of First Congregational Church and IEP/

transition coordinator Sue Purcell discuss Alber’s 

work at the school.
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